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Arrival 
Sunday Sept 3rd 
CORDES-SUR-CIEL 

We will pick you up from Toulouse airport or 
either Albi, Gaillac or Cordes-Vindrac stations, 
and take you to La Maison au Puits, your 
accommodation at the nearby village of Les 
Cabannes, 5 mins from Cordes where we will 
meet your hosts Nico and Christianne. Nico is 
a passionate chef with an accent on traditional 
French cuisine. 
After a much needed rest we take you up to our 
home on Rue des Mitons for aperos, to explain 
the tour and discuss any queries you may have. 

We take a look at the level of photography you 
have reached, and what your expectations are, 
and tailor the course content to suit you. We will 
take a look at the area we will be visiting over 
the four days. 

Return to La Maison au Puits for dinner, then it’s 



LEFT TO RIGHT: La Maison au Puits, Jon and Jude’s 
home, in Cordes-sur-Ciel. Rue St Michel in Cordes.
The Cerou Valley, Cordes.  
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an 0600 start in the morning!

Day one 
 Monday Sept 4th. 
CORDES-SUR-CIEL - hilltop ‘Bastide’ village

It’s a dawn start today to view the village of 
Cordes from La Grain de Sel, the nearby hill that 
overlooks the village. Then back to La Maison 
au Puits for breakfast. Next we take the short 
five minute drive to Cordes, then a stroll around 
to give you the opportunity to photograph 
the village and the medieval gates that once 
surrounded Cordes. 

We have lunch at Jon and Jude’s home on Rue 
des Mitons overlooking the Cerou Valley. We 
then head to the stunning medieval village of 
Penne and its ruined castle. If we have time we 
have other locations to visit nearby. 
Return to La Maison for the evening meal.

LOWER: Cordes at dawn from the Grain de Sel. 
BELOW: The Barbicane at Cordes. RIGHT Penne. 
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The pink shades of dawn illuminate summer mist 
surrounding the medieval hill top village of Cordes-
sur-Ciel and the Cerou valley.
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LEFT TO RIGHT: Pigeonniers at Andillac, La 
Bastide de Levis, Chateau Cazelles, La Bastide 
de Levis, Varen, Le verdier.

Day two 
Tuesday Sept 5th 
PIGEONNIERS  - ancient dove houses.

Today we will see many of the unique pigeon 
houses (pigeonniers) that make up the rural 
landscape of the Tarn. Pigeons were a source 
of highly valued meat, fertiliser, plus later on 
Saltpeter was found, leading to the invention of 
gunpowder. Up till the 17th century they were 
considered status symbols for the lords of the 
land, until the law changed so that every man 
could cultivate pigeons.

The Tarn has the most variety in Europe. 
From left to right, we will be shooting at the 
pigeonniers of Chateau Cazelles, just outside 
Cordes, Andillac, La Bastide de Levis, Varen, 
and Le Verdier. We will have a packed lunch 
during our sorties today. Depending on how 
you feel, you may want a free afternoon, also 
an opportunityto work on your assignment!. 
So around 5pm we will visit the pigeonniers at 
Chateau Cazelles near Cordes amid some lovely 
light here in the early evening. 

Then we head to the medieval village of Varen 
for a great meal at Le Moulin by the Aveyron 
river, followed by a shoot of Varen by twilight.





Winter dawn shoot of a pigeonnier at Les Cabannes, 
near Cordes-sur-Ciel.
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RIGHT: Belcastel and its medieval bridge over the 
river Aveyron.  OPPOSITE: The medieval village of 
Najac at sunset. ABOVE: Natural light portrait of 
Kara Scott and Mark Taylor.

Day three 
Wednesday Sept 6th   
MEDIEVAL CASTLES & FORTRESSES  

A morning portrait photo session in Jon’s 
home studio, focusing on natural and studio 
flash lighting techniques. 
Then we head to beautiful Belcastel for 
a picnic lunch and a wander around this 
quintessential village visiting the castle and 
ruins. Following our relaxed time here, we 
head to the stunning village of Najac for a 
sunset shoot. On the way home we pass 
through some of the Tarn’s best farmscapes.
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Day four 
Wednesday Sept 7th 
AMBIALET / CHATEAU GRANDVAL/ ALBI

This morning we head to the lovely historic 
village of Ambialet, set in a loop of the river Tarn. 
Later we head to the drowned 15th century 
Chateau Grandval. Early afternoon we have a 
20 min drive to the beautiful medieval city of Albi 
on the river Tarn. Here we can discover the rich 
history of the red brick-coloured Episcopal city. 
Albi was at the centre of the 12th century Cathar 
heresies, hence ‘the Albigensian crusade’. 
This was a systematic purging of anyone who 
resisted or who had opposing views to the 
ruling Catholic church. 
The Pope gave his blessing via an inquisition, 
to the subsequent burning of thousands of 
peaceful followers of the Cathar movement. 
The Tarn together with the Aude and Roussillon 
regions were at the centre of this persecution. 
We will be photographing the imposing and 
powerful, red brick St Cecile cathedral, the 1000 
year old Pont Vieux (old bridge), the Berbie 
Palace, Tarn river banks, and the pigeon-eating 
8 foot long Catfish - yes really! Plus we will be 
shooting this amazing place at the optimum 
time for photography, from sunset through to 
dusk. 

Following our shoot, we head back to our place 
for an farewell meal.....and wine!



LEFT TO RIGHT:  Inner city Albi at twilight. The drowned 
Chateau Grandval. Typical medieval streets with the 
dominant cathedral in Albi. Ambialet. One of the huge 
pigeon eating Catfish unique to the river Tarn.
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LEFT: 
Sunset 
over 
Cordes 
as viewed 
from La 
Grain de 
Sel.
BELOW: 
Cordes 
at dusk, 
viewed 
from the 
village of 
Sarmazes.



Day five 
Thursday Sept 8th 
DEPARTURE

TRANSPORT OPTIONS

Cordes-sur-Ciel is a 1hr-15min drive from Toulouse, or 20mins from Albi or Gaillac.
La Maison au Puits is in the small hamlet of Les Cabannes, a 5min drive from Cordes.
Nearest airports to Cordes are Toulouse, Barcelona, Perpignan, Castres, Rodez and Carcassonne.
You can get a train direct to Cordes via Cordes-Vindrac station which is 5mins from Cordes and runs from 
Toulouse to either Figeac, Carmaux or Aurillac.
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ESP photo tour group at Le Grain de Sel, May 2017



ESP PHOTO TOURS 
9 Rue des Mitons, 81170  Cordes-sur-Ciel

Occitanie, France

Jon Davison   Jude Brazendale    

t: + 33 (0) 680 806 198
e: jon@eyeinthesky.com.au

w: https://www.eyeinthesky.com.au
fb: https://www.facebook.com/espphototours/

ESP PhotoTours gratefully acknowledges the support of our partners.

Premium wines

Lisle-sur-Tarn, Occitanie, France


